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Este informe contiene informacion muy
importante sobre su agua de beber. Tradrizealo
0 hable con alguien que lo entienda bien. (This
report contains very important information about
your drinking water. Transiate it or speak with
someone who understands it.)

This report shows the water quality and what it
means. If you have any questions about this
report or concerning your water quality please
contact our customer service representative at
610-826-2505 or at 443 Delaware Avenue,
Palmerton, PA 18071,

We want you to be informed about your water
supply. If you want to learn more, please attend
any of our regularly scheduled meetings. They
are held the first Thursday of the month at 1:00
p.m. in the Borough Hal! for the Municipal
Authority and the second and fourth Thursday of
the month at 7:00 p.m. in the Borough Hall for
the Borough Council.

The Municipal Authority obtains its water from
the deep groundwater aquifer, using four (4)
deep wells that are located within the borough
limits.

The PA Department of Environmental Protection
completed a source water assessment of the
sources in 2004. The assessment has found
that the sources are most susceptible to auto
repair shops, gas service stations, RCRA
facilities, chemical petroleum storage, NPDES
locations, underground petroleum storage tanks,
fuel oil storage, highway spilis and highway sait

application. Overall the sources have a
moderate risk of significant contamination.
Summary reporis of the assessment are
available by writing to the Palmerton Municipal
Authority at 443 Delaware Avenue, Palmerton,
PA 18071 and are available on the PADEP
website at www.dep.state.pa.us (Keyword: DEP
Sourcewater}). Complete reports were
distributed to municipalities, water suppliers,
local planning agencies and PADEP offices.
Copies of the report are available for review at
the PADEP Northeast Regional Office in Witkes
Barre, Records Management Unit at 1-670-826-
5472.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may
reasonably be expected to contain at least smail
amounts of some contaminants. The presence
of contaminants does not necessarily indicate
that the water poses a health risk. More
information about contaminants and potential
health effects can be obtained by calling EPA's
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

Some people may be more vulnerable to
contaminants in drinking water than the general
population. Immuno-compromised persons
such as persons with cancer undergoing
chemotherapy, persons who have undergone
organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or
other immune system disorders, some elderly
and infants can be particularly at risk from
infections. These people should seek advice
about drinking water from their health care
providers. EPA/Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to
lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium
and other microbial contaminants are available
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline.

The sources of drinking water (both tap water
and hottled water) inctude rivers, lakes, streams,
ponds, reservairs, springs and wells. As water
travels over the surface of the land or through
the ground, it dissclves naturally occurring
minerals and, in some cases, radioactive
material, and can pick up substances resulting

from the presence of animals or from human
activity.

Contaminants that may be present in source
water include;

« Microbial contaminants, such as viruses
and bacteria, which may come from
sewage treatment plants, septic
systems, agricultural livestock
operations and wildlife.

» [norganic contaminants, such as salis
and metais, which can be naturally-
occurring or result from urban
stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic
wastewater discharges, oil and gas
production, mining or farming.

+ Pesticides and herbicides, which may
come from a variety of sources such as
agriculture, urban stormwater runoff and
residential uses.

» Organic chemical contaminants,
inctuding synthetic and volatile organic
chemicals, which are byproducts of
industrial processes and petroleum
production, and can also come from gas
stations, urban stormwater runoff and
septic systems.

¢ Radioactive contaminants, which can be
naturally occurring or be the result of oil
and gas production and mining
activities.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to
drink, EPA prescribes regulations which limit
the amount of certain contaminants in water
provided by public water systems. The water
‘supplied to you meets all federal and state
standards.

There were no System Violations
received by the Palmerton Municipal
Authority in 2023.

The following table outlines detected sample
results with definitions and abbreviations:



Highest Ltevel Range of Sources of
Chemical Contaminants MCL MCLG Detected Datections Units Violation Y/N Gontamination
vatr Erosion of Natural
Barium 4/4/21 2 2 0.12 0.026 - 0,12 Mgl N Deposits
. Erosion of Natural
Nitrate 6/7/23 10 10 2.23 1.88.2,27 Ma/l N Deposits
en Eroséion of Natural
Selenium 4/7/21 .05 .05 [¢] 00 Mo/t N Deposits
o, Discharge from metal
T"";’,‘;}";‘;‘ha““ 08 08 0085 ,007-.007 Me/L N degreasing sites and
olher factories
Leaching from PYC
Tetrachiorcathylene . pipe discharge from
005 £05 0017 £012-.0017 Mg/l M factories and Gry
cleaning
Chiorogeomomethans | os NIA 0026 0028-0028 | Mot N Disinfectant byproduct
e . Erosion of Natral
Gross Alpha B/7/23 15 0 [+] NIA pGift. N Deposits
*** Combined Redium . Erosion of Natural
5113120 5 0 4} 00-00 pCifL N Deposis
- . - Erosion of Natural
Uranium 5/13/20 003 0 0 00--00 Mg/l N Deposits
Discharge from
Tolense 1/26/21 1 1 0 0-0 Mafl. N Pelrolaum Faciilies
# of Sites
Above AL
Aclion 90" Percentiio of Total
Contaminant Level {AL) MCLG Vakie Units Sites Victation Y/N Sources of Contamination
n Corrosion of household
Lead 6/19/23 0016 0 o Mol 0 N plumbing
- Corrosion of household
Copper 6/18/23 1.3 1.3 534 Mgl 0 N plmbing
Highest Range of Victation
Disinfectant MRDL MRLLG Level Detection Units YN Source of Contamination
Chicring 4 4 1.18 042-1.18 Mafl N Water Additive used to condrol microbes
Micrebist
. Highest # or % of Victation "
Contaminants MCL MCLG Positive Samples YiN Sources of Centamination
Tolal Cotform For systems that coliect <40
Bacteria samplesimenth: Naturally present in tha
More than 1 positive monthly ] o N environment.
sample

** The MCL for beta particles is 4 Mremiyear. EPA considers 60 pCi/L to be the fevel of concern for beta particles.

*** This information is supplied from the most recant testing done in accordance with the PADEP required time frama for this potable water
system. The dales listed are the most current. All others listed are for the report year 2019.

Other Violations

None

DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS:

Action Leved (AL} — The concentration of a contaminant, which,
if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements, which a
waler system must follow,

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) — MCL's ara set at very
stringent levels. To understand the possible heaith effects
described for many regulaled constituents, a parson would
have to drink 2 Kters of water every day at the MCL fevel for a
lifetime: to have a one-in-a-mikion chance of having the
described health effect,

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) — The level of a
contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or
expected risk to health. MCLGs abiow for a margin of safety.

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) — The highest
ievel of z disinfectant allowed in drinking waler. There is
convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary
for control of microbial contaminants,

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG) — The
lavel of & drinking water disinfectant betow which there is no
known or expected risk fo health. MRDLGs do not reflect the
benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial
comtaminants.

Mremfyear = millirems per year (@ measure of radiation
absorbed by the body)

pCHL = picocuries per lier (a measure of radioactivity)
Ma/L = milligrams per liter

if present, elavated levels of lead can cause sericus heaith
probiems, especially for pregrant women and young children.
tead in drinking water is primarily from materials and
components associated with service lines and home plumbing.
Palmerton Municipal Authority is responsible for providing high
quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials
used in piumbing components. When your water has been
sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead
exposure by fiushing your tap for 30 seconds fo 2 minutes
before using waler for drinking or cooking. !f you are
cancerned abeut tead in your water, you may wish to have your
water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing
methods, and steps you can {ake lo minimize exposure is
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotéine or at

hitp/hmerw. epa.govisafewater/lead,



